
 
 

Spelling Bae 
Compete for glory 

 

Spelling Bae is the entertaining, nerve-wracking, 

and highly addictive competition that has been drawing 

crowds—and curiosity—from all across Toronto. The 

interactive event has been featured on CBC’s Metro 

Morning, The National Post, The Toronto Star, 
and Breakfast Television (video), where creator and 

host Eli Burnstein put the anchors to the test on live TV 

to hilarious effect. 

 

An experience that excites, challenges, and amuses, Spelling Bae draws groups 

together through friendly competition and mutual encouragement, testing and 

building team dynamics along the way. It affords a rare, low-stakes opportunity to 

practice one’s powers of public speaking, and instills in contestants an appreciation 

for the value of language and communication. Great mental exercise and an even 

greater opportunity for people to open up, Spelling Bae is about more than just fun: it 
is about courage, sportsmanship, and community. 
 

Eli Burnstein founded Spelling Bae in 2015 as a monthly competition at The 

Ossington, a bar in Toronto’s Queen West district. Since then, he has hosted the Bae 

at fundraisers and the Word On the Street Festival, Canada’s largest literary 

event, and for clients like PWC, Ceridian, and Soho House. Moderating for 

everyone from total beginners to language aficionados, Eli appreciates the varying 

needs of clients and customizes accordingly.  

 

What’s Involved: Spelling Bae is simple. A good old-fashioned spelling bee for adults, it takes 

approximately 75-90 minutes (for the recommended range of 15-30 contestants) and involves very 

little set-up. A mic, a podium, and you’re good to go! Advancing at a level to be agreed upon with the 

client, each elimination round is trickier than the last. The remaining contestant wins!  

 

Eli Burnstein is Senior Editor at Azure magazine, Canada’s leading design and architecture 

publication. Eli’s hosting style is approachable, witty, and light, making it easy for even the shyest of 

spellers to take the mic and let ’er rip. 

 

 

Info: Spellingbae.com 

Bookings: events@spellingbae.com 

http://www.bttoronto.ca/videos/5138142242001/
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